SAINT MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Ponca City, Oklahoma

March 11, 2018

Dear parishioners,

The attendance at the penance rite was fantastic!
Thank you to those of you who attended...you made me
a very proud pastor! For those of you who didn’t go,
make sure to get a good confession in before Easter! The
confession times are on the front of the bulletin and the
church calendar. A good confession is not only a great
way to prepare for Easter, but it also forgives sins and
places Jesus Christ firmly in the middle of your life.

With spring quickly approaching and everything
starting to bloom, and especially since this is Laetare
Sunday, we need to stop at this midway point of Lent and
see how things are going. How are your Lenten promises
going? How’s your prayer life? Is Jesus becoming more
and more central in your life? These are important
questions to ask, and if you're not satisfied with the
response you get, it’s not too late! Pick your cross back up
and follow Jesus! He is the way, the truth and the life, and
no one comes to the Father except through Him.

I wanted to leave you with this quote from The
Didache, which is one of the earliest Christian writings. It
speaks about the “Way of Death” which so pervades the
contemporary American mindset. The Didache, describes
the “Way of Death” as follows:

“And the way of death is this: First of all it is evil and
full of curse: murders, adulteries, lusts, fornications, thefts,
idolatries, magic arts, witchcrafts, rapines, false
witnessings,  hypocrisies, double-heartedness, deceit,
haughtiness, depravity, self-will, greediness, filthy talking,
jealousy,  over-confidence, loftiness,  boastfulness;
persecutors of the good, hating truth, loving a lie, not
knowing a reward for righteousness, not cleaving to good
nor to righteous judgment, watching not for that which is
good, but for that which is evil; from whom meekness
and endurance are far, loving vanities, pursuing requital,
not pitying a poor man, not laboring for the afflicted, not
knowing Him that made them, murderers of children,
destroyers of the handiwork of God, turning away from
him that is in want, afflicting him that is distressed,
advocates of the rich, lawless judges of the poor, utter
sinners. Be delivered, children, from all these. Children of
God, be delivered from this way of death and embrace
the way of life, who is Christ Jesus.”

Know that I'm praying for you all, and please pray for
Fr. Deva and myself!

In Christ,
. Cg/vyw

The Annual Catholic Foundation’s Golf Classic

is taking place on May 21¢ at the Oklahoma
City Golf & Country Club. 1 & 2 Place
teams in flight will be allowed to choose the
Catholic School that will receive a Flight Grant.
1t Place grants are $750 and 2" Place grants are
$375 for each flight. For more information
please contact Fr. Carson or the Catholic Foundation at
(405) 721-4115. Deadline to respond is April 15, 2018.

{LUNCHEON

+ T+ Masscs

F'or The Wecesk
MONDAY, MARCH 12. 2018
8:00am {Oley Bullard/Don & Tudy Lockwood
TUESDAY, MARCH 13, 2018
12:10pm  1Trudy Frick/Michel Gray
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 14, 2018
8:20am {Sharon Glowacki/Fred & Eileen Spellman
THURSDAY, MARCH 15, 2018
9:30am People of the Parish
(St. Francis of Assisi, Newkirk, OK)
4:00pm Spec. Int. Barry Frick & Siblings/Mary Plank
(Via Christi Village Chapel)
FRIDAY, MARCH 16, 2018
7:00am fRev. Felix DeGrasse,0SB/Knights of Columbus
12:10pm  Neal Keating/Marsha Horinek Greer
SATURDAY, MARCH 17, 2018
9:00am fMartin Steichen/Grace Nalepa
5:00pm +J.B. & Joann Otto/Their Children
SUNDAY, MARCH 18, 2018
8:00am {Mike Pankratz/His Family
9:30am tMASS (St. Francis Church, Newkirk)
11:00am fRandy Ciskowski/Sheila Rahme
1:00pm People of the Parish  (Spanish Mass)
7:00pm Diane Hermes/The Will

Please Pray For those who need prayers: Mary Brown,
Jeanette Vassar, Charlotte Meyer, Charlene Vap, Dora Behar, Cindy Wardlow,
Maggie Hahn, Dave & Fran Baur, Don Schiltz, Ester Scobee, Jeanne Glaser, Anna
Lynn Durr, John Coffman, Patsy Hastings, Marie Bayha, Brooks Ditmore Mary
McFarland, Vickie Johnston, Vince Mattione, Reed Alward, Bennie Westerman,
Kenneth Jackson, Keith Behara, Cathy McMillan, Shari Beck, Sr. Vickie Dianne Bass,
Eileen Spellman, Candy Bowlin, Ginger Younger, Dawn Oscarson, Darrel Neely, Lisa
Sloan, Mary Kassen, Keith Goss, Linda Courtney, Karla Rojas, Maribelle Rojas,
Vincent Farruggia, Patricia Evans, Kalem Marchesoni, Karen Larimer, George F.
Brown, Eva Boberg, Jeanne Specht, Chris Bulling, Sid Kothe, Joe Lechtenberg,
Martha Begwin, Genevieve Black, Lucille Fleming, Edmund Young, Carol Wilson,
Travis Beekman, Holly Kerr, Rachel Stephenson-Spellman, Robert Brown, Wanda
Taglialatela, Genevia Kitchen, Andy Chaney, Larry & Brenda Hudson, Carl Pouland,
Palka Wladyslaw, Linda Gray, Connie Smith, Melissa Smith, Christy Vice, Melissa
Swords, Pake Clinesmith, Teresa Epperson, Benita Vap, Tommy Gray, Sue Rozell,
Ted Thomas, Elaine Gray Calahan, Danna Depperschmidt, Todd Hatchett, Mike
Majoros, Gae Meyers, Mary Scott, Carol Johnson, Gary Kirchmeyer, Donna Schlitz,
Jim Sheets, Mike Cofer, Dawsyn Kirkes, Ramona Coutre, Kathe Jo Johnson, Lois
Frisch, Denver Gearhart, Joe Schieber, Sr. Mary Kelly, RSM, Terry Stewart, Judy
Waters, Anthony Hull, Dan Marino, Janice Loftis, Mike Gray, Lynda Howard, Joel
Rivera, Marian Jeter, Bill Bridges, Jaycee Colclasure, Shelly Behar, Keaton Barron

b Potluck Lunch: Please join us for our
e 7‘ monthly potluck lunch at 12:30pm in
- the McGurk Room. Invite a friend
Lunenzon,  and bring a dish to share.
Weekly Income Report

March 4, 2018
Weekly Collection

$16,190.59

Trash Bags are here! it you purchased bags from a
St. Mary’s studen after Mass they are available for pick up
from the Parish Center between 8am and noon any day
this week. If you can’t make these hours call Lisa at 382-
6011 to make other arrangements. Thank you for your
support!
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT

<l Nt March 19-18, 9018

Monday 5:30pm  ADORATION, Chapel

Tuesday 12:00pm  POTLUCK LUNCH, McGurk room
5:30pm CONFESSION/ADORATION, Church
7:00pm  RCIA, McGurk room

Wednesday 7:00am  MEN'S BIBLE STUDY, The Perk

11:30am FINANCE COUNCIL, Rectory

6:30pm  K-12 RE, Parish Center/School

Thursday  10:00am WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY, McGurk Room
2:00pm  ADULT BIBLE STUDY, McGurk Room
4:00pm  ST. MARY'S SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE

Friday 10:30am  CONFESSION, Father's Office
6:00pm  POVERTY MEAL, Parish Hall
7:00pm  STATIONS of the CROSS, Church

Saturday 3:30pm  CONFESSION, Church

Sunday 11:00am  RCIA 3R° SCRUTINY, Church
6:00om  CONFESSION. Church

St. Mary’s Catholic School will host an Open
House Night Thursday, March 15%, from 4:30pm to
6:30pm. All are invited to attend, especially those
considering Catholic education. Teachers will be in their
classrooms to answer any questions. If you or someone
you know is considering St. Mary’s School please take
this opportunity to see what St. Mary’s Catholic School is
all about. OPEN ENROLLMENT begins Thursday,
March 15%"! For more information or to schedule a
private tour please contact Fr. Carson at (580) 382-6007.
Elementary Faith Formation

BE . ) . - .
roRl oy JOIN US at 6:30 pm in the church for Fa'lth
] Formation. Pick up students at 8:00pm in
:-rll the school.
CRS Rice Bowls - FOURTH WEEK OF LENT
¢ ENCOUNTER ANDRISE We encounter Andrise,

a teacher in Haiti who knows the importance
of forming young people who will give back to the
community—and their country. Reflect on the role teachers
have played in bringing you closer to God and your
community. How can you support those, worldwide, who are
forced to flee their homes to find safety or better

opportunities? Visit crsricebowl.org for more.

The city-wide cleanup is Sunday,

April 15™  Please call Rick Steichen at
762-1020, if you are interested in signing up
to help by forming your own feam or just
willing fo help out our community and
represent St. Mary's Catholic Church.

Encounter with Goddés Call
Thespring2 018 Encounter wi th
April 14-16. The trip allows young men in 11" grade
through recent college graduates to visit a seminary, spend
time with the archdiocese’s college seminarians, and get
questions answered about the possibility of studying to
become a priest for the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City. Go
online to www.okcvocations.com. Call (405) 721-9351 OR
visit with Fr. Carson for more information!

2018 Annual Catholic Appeal “Do
All Things for the Glory of God”

Thank you to all those who responded generously by
making a pledge to the Annual Catholic Appeal, helping
our parish work toward its goal and joining with all other
parishes in our Archdiocese to provide resources for vital
ministries.  To date 60 parishioners have donated
$19,874.00 towards our parish goal of $89,000.00 (22%
of our goal). If you have not taken time to participate,
please take a moment to find a Pledge Envelope in your
pew, complete it and place it in the collection basket at
Mass. Thank you for sharing your blessings with others!

St Patrick’s Day Card Party and
Luncheon will be held on Wednesday,
March 21+t in the Parish Hall, beginning

at 12:00 noon. You will be able to enjoy
the fabulous cooks of St Mary’s creating their finest

salads. Tickets are still available for $10.00 each.

For tickets call Pat Sipe at 762-3223 or Pat Lowe at

767-1197. You can dine in if tickets are still

available and take outs will also be available.

YOUTH NEWS

Friendship Feast is this Tuesday from
4:30-6PM. Please let Lisa know if you are
available to help!

JH/SH RE is this Wednesday from 6:3M. All
7-12" grade teens are invited!

The Archdiocese of Oklahoma City through its programs,
organizations and events, has numerous daily contacts
with many children and young people. It is, therefore,
important that all Archdiocesan Personnel, clergy,
seminarians, religious, employees and volunteers,
protect the rights of children and be alert to the
possibility for child abuse. Under Oklahoma State law,
all individuals MUST report an incident or suspicion of
sexual abuse of a minor (person under 18 years of age)
to the civil authorities. The Oklahoma Department of
Human Services has established a state-wide abuse
reporting hotline for reporting: 1-800-522-3511. This
number is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. If
you feel a child is in immediate danger of harm call 911.
For the safety of children and the healing of victims, the
Archdiocese of Oklahoma City provides an Abuse of
Minors Pastoral Response Hotline for reporting the abuse
of a minor (in the past or presently) by a member of the
clergy or other church personnel: 1-405-720-9878.
The Archdiocesan Victims Assistance Coordinator, a
licensed professional counselor, will respond to calls to
the Archdiocesan Pastoral Response Hotline. A report to
the Archdiocese does not relieve the individual of the
duty to report child abuse to civil authorities as required
by Oklahoma State Law. In Oklahoma, failure to report
child abuse is a misdemeanor punishable in law.
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